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Dear friend 
How is your Spring Fever? Doesn't it feel intensified this 
year? The Coronavirus adds Cabin Fever to our Spring 
Fever giving us a double "whammy."  We seem to live in 
an area with several additional seasons in the typical 
year. We're about to enter the season of  "mud and dirt." 
Then rejoice in a week of  Spring. After our one-week 
Spring has sprung, we will enter into the daisy-chained 
seasons of  ticks, mosquitoes, Black-flies, and Deer-flies. 
The sun rises then on a month or so of  summer before 
we begin sliding toward autumn and then winter. In 
previous years, Suzanne and I frequently headed to 
snorkeling waters to the south. This year the staccato-

beat of  the Coronavirus, rising and falling, makes such a journey complicated and potentially risky 
to say the least. I think, therefore, the only early season snorkeling I think I'll be able to do will be in 
our bathtub. I suppose I could use a mask and snorkel when I put in our pier this spring. Who 
knows? 

As a compromise to free-diving in the southland,  my son Lucas and I paddled a canoe yesterday 
(March 20th) on a few open portions of  the Turtle River. I was delighted to see my new titanium and 
polyethylene shoulder worked splendidly. I could also carry a canoe for a few dozen yards on my 
shoulders without any stress, strain, pain, or problems (I did not wish to push it beyond that right 
now). I paddled and carried the canoe without a bit of  pain (for the first time in several years). I'm 
currently working on my range of  motion, and strength workouts will follow in a week or two. Al-
leluia!  
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Despite the northland's typically slow release of  snow and ice, and the corresponding reluctance of  
the Coronavirus to depart, we will be opening our doors to physical services on April 11th. Ours will 
be a cautious re-opening. Masks will be mandatory for anyone over five years old. We will also prac-
tice six-foot social distancing guidelines asking you to maintain a six-foot buffer to the front, back, 
and side of  your and your families' seating position.  We will also continue offering virtual services 
for those who are not comfortable with physical services yet, or for various reasons, are unable to 
wear a mask. We will temporarily suspend greeters, provide alternative options for Holy Commu-
nion, and change how we collect offerings. We ask those wishing to socialize to conduct your fellow-
ship outside with masks in place. When you feel like running around this Spring like a wild banshee 
casting your Patagonia Parkas, Baffin Boots, and Lands End Long undies to the wind, these condi-
tions for re-opening may feel constraining. But, as we have been doing throughout the Pandemic, we 
will proceed cautiously.  

Special thanks to Chance and Axle Jacobs, and August and Angus Callender for their wonderful job 
helping to lead us in the Maundy Thursday Tenebrae service. The readings from the passion narra-
tives from the gospels and adaptations from George Herbert's poetry draws one toward Jesus and the 
cross. The progressive darkening of  the sanctuary and the silence at the conclusion juxtaposes with 
the joyful, light-filled proclamation of  the resurrection on Easter Sunday morning. The service is still 
available for those who missed it on mwcpc.org. 

After our FM transmitter arrived DOA, we had an Easter Service at the Bell Tower on Easter Sun-
day. It was wonderful to see many of  you again to celebrate the resurrection of  our Lord.  Thank 
you for your participation, and especially to Adele Duranso who provided the first “live” music we’ve 
had in worship for a while. 

For many of  us, the April 11th re-opening provides a genuinely excellent vaccine for Cabin Fever. To 
release the pent-up energy of  Spring fever, some of  you may feel the irresistible urge to streak down 
the streets, waving your longjohns over your head (with masks on, of  course). If  so, I absolve myself  
of  any blame.  

The resurrection of  Jesus Christ is at the core of  the Gospel. It proclaims boldly that no enemy of  
the love of  God will ultimately take us down. In Jesus' death, we've died with him. Our slavery to sin, 
fixation on failure and the despair which diseases us were all nailed to the execution stake with Jesus. 
And Jesus' resurrection breaks sin's stranglehold on our lives and sets-us free to move forward into 
the life to which God calls us. In a few weeks, we will also celebrate Pentecost, the arrival and infill-
ing of  the Holy Spirit. Jesus' Holy Spirit ignites and descends on us like an energy field as the Spirit 
of  Christ becomes our guardian, guide, and spiritual Powerglove of  heaven. Thanks be to God. 

Be grateful, express love, release forgiveness, stay safe, and move boldly and safely as we Spring for-
ward into our new lives. Amen. 

God bless you all. Hope to see your masked faces and vaccinated arms soon. 
Your Pastor,  
Chips


